John Fiske

with marked approval "as an excellent piece of
work," but, after keeping it for several months, he
returned it for some changes, which Fiske, as a care-
ful student of mediaeval and modern history, could
not make. This essay is especially noteworthy for
its fine spirit of critical equilibrium or tolerance
throughout. Having occasion to review the whole
history of Christian superstition, bigotry, and per-
secution, he writes not at all in the spirit of a parti-
san, but with the fairness of an Evolutionist, who
saw, beneath the perturbations of European society
from the beginning of the Christian era down to
the present time, the steady unfolding of ever-
higher ethical ideals, as well as of conduct based on
those ideals; in other words, the slow but steady
metamorphosing of Christianity itself through the
evolution of its own ethical and spiritual content.

During this period of waiting, Fiske reveals him-
self to his mother through his reading, his thought,
his writing as frankly as before his marriage. On
July 21, 1865, his daughter Maud was bom, open-
ing, as we shall see, through parenthood, a fresh and
deeply interesting phase in Fiske's character.

Still few clients: and facing the future with a
family on his hands, it appears that, during the
autumn of 1865, thoughts of giving up the law and
devoting himself to literature, science, and philoso-
phy were forcing themselves on Fiske's mind. His
experience of a year in an endeavor to unite the
practice of the law with the pursuit of his favorite
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